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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of claims 

1. Claims 1-25 cancelled. Claims 26-47 have been added. Claims 26-48 are 
pending in this application per the request for continued examination (RCE) filed by 
Applicant on September 20, 2005. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 26-48 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 26-36, 37-47 and 48 , are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hose, WO 00/04730 in view of DeLorme et al U.S. Patent 5,948,040. 

4. As per claim 26 and 37 , Stewart discloses a method for utilizing a business to 
business (B2B) engine and real-time information exchange to manage reservations, the 
B2B engine being coupled to a telecommunications network and the internet the 
method comprising the steps of: 
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obtaining membership agreements and profiles with subscribers and businesses 
for managing the reservations (fig. 1 and 3; page 3, lines 5-10; pages 5, lines 1-10; 
page 7, lines 28- page 8, lines 1-10; page 8, lines 8-10); 

Interconnecting the B2B engine with a business module, wherein the business 
module is in communication with a reservation application at a business member via the 
internet (figs. 1 and 4; page 7, lines 5-10; page 10, lines 1-15); 

receiving a real-time inquiry in the B2B engine from a subscriber member via a 
subscriber module couple to the subscriber member's mobile telecommunication device 
and the B2B engine, the real-time inquiry initiating a reservation request (figs. 1 and 3; 
page 2, lines 30- page 3, lines 1-5; page 10, lines 1-5; page 13, lines 24-); 

responsive to the inquiry, the B2B engine in real-time: 

signaling a Mobile Positioning Centce (MPC) connected to the 
telecommunication networks to determine the current location of the mobile 
telecommunications device (figs. 1 and 3; pages 3, lines 5-20; page 8, lines 12-29); and 

at the same time querying the business module for information regard the inquiry 
from the subscriber member (fig. 3; pages 6, lines 19-30); 

sending a list of business members to the subscriber member's mobile 
telecommunications device according to the requirements of the inquiry and the current 
location of the subscriber member (fig. 3; page 5, lines 1-5; page 7, lines 28- page 8, 
lines 1-10; page 10, lines 1-7); 

receiving a confirmation of one of the business member choices from the 
subscriber member (fig. 2 and 3 page 11, lines 5-25); . 
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sending the confirmation via the internet to the reservation application at the 
chosen business member (page 11, lines 15-25). 
What Hose does not explicitly teach is 

displaying and automatically updating the reservation information at the chosen 
business member until the arrival of the subscriber member. 
Delorme et al discloses 

displaying and automatically updating the reservation information at the chosen 
business member (fig. 1B-3). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Hose and incorporate a method in 
which, displaying and automatically updating the reservation information at the chosen 
business member as taught by Delorme et al in order to ensure that the reservation is 
ready before the arrival of the guest. 

5. As per claim 27 and 40 , Hose further discloses the method, wherein the 
business member is a restaurant, the subscriber member's phone is a mobile station 
(MS) and the business module is a restaurant module (page 3, lines 1-5; page 8, lines 
30-page 9, lines 1-5). 

6. As per claim 28 and 41 Hose further discloses the method, wherein the step of 
querying the restaurant module for information regarding the current location of the MS. 
Further comprises: 
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responsive to the B2B engine query, the restaurant module determining locations 
of restaurants near the current location of the MS that fit the requirements of the inquiry 
(figs. 1 and 3; pages 3, lines 5-20; page 8, lines 12-29; page 12, lines 15-33). Hose 
however did not explicitly teach accessing the reservation application at the restaurant 
to determine the current available seating at each restaurant. Hose did describes the 
method of analyzing and choosing the service provider that is sent to the subscriber 
along with the subscriber selection of the service provider according to the requirements 
specified by the subscriber, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
that one of the numerous requirements could have been the availability of rooms or 
seats at the service provide. 

7. As per claim 29 and 42 , Hose further discloses the method, wherein the step d 
sending a list of business members to the subscriber member's MS further comprises 
comparing the available seating and wait times at each restaurant and sending the 
results of the comparison along with a list of the restaurants that most closely match 
parameters provided in the inquiry (fig. 3; page 11, lines 5-15). 

8. As per claim 30 and 43 , Hose failed to explicitly disclose the method, further 
comprising the step of the restaurant module entering a temporary reservation at each 
restaurant to hold the reservation via the restaurant application utilizing information from 
the subscriber's profile. 
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DeLorme et al discloses the method, further comprising the step of the restaurant 
module entering a temporary reservation at each restaurant to hold the reservation via 
the restaurant application utilizing information from the subscriber's profile (fig. 5D). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Hose and incorporate a method in 
which, the restaurant module entering a temporary reservation at each restaurant to 
hold the reservation via the restaurant application utilizing information from the 
subscriber's profile as taught by Delorme et al in order to show alternative method of 
implementation. 

9. As per claim 31 and 44 , Hose failed to explicitly disclose the method wherein the 
step of sending a confirmation to the reservation application at the chosen restaurant 
further comprises converting the temporary reservation into a confirmed reservation and 
sending the ETA of the subscriber member at the chosen restaurant. 

Delorme et al discloses the method wherein the step of sending a confirmation to 
the reservation application at the chosen restaurant further comprises converting the 
temporary reservation into a confirmed reservation and sending the ETA of the 
subscriber member at the chosen restaurant, (fig. 3, 5D and 7B; col. 67, lines 30-35). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Hose and incorporate a method in 
which, sending a confirmation to the reservation application at the chosen restaurant 
further comprises converting the temporary reservation into a confirmed reservation and 
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sending the ETA of the subscriber member at the chosen restaurant as taught by 
Delorme et al in order to show that the subscriber is guaranteed a space in the 
restaurant according to the subscriber specified requirement. 

10. As per claim 32 , Hose further discloses the method, wherein the step of 
obtaining memberships is attained by a reservation management entity (fig. 1). 

11. As per claim 33 and 45 , Hose further discloses the method, wherein the step of 
obtaining membership agreements with subscribers and restaurants for managing the 
reservations, further comprises the steps of 

installing the subscribers module in each subscribers member's mobile station 
(MS) for communicating with the B2B engine and installing the reservation application 
for providing read/write access to a database in each restaurant member's computer 
system (fig. 3 and 4; page 8, lines 1-11). 

12. As per claim 34 and 46 , Hose failed to explicitly disclose the method, wherein 
the step of displaying the reservation information at the chosen restaurant further 
comprises: 

receiving an estimated time of arrival (ETA) of the subscriber member from the 
restaurant module and posting the updated information to the restaurant display. 

Delorme et al discloses the method, wherein the step of displaying the 
reservation information at the chosen restaurant further comprises: 
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receiving an estimated time of arrival (ETA) of the subscriber member from the 
restaurant module and posting the updated information to the restaurant display (fig. 
7B). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Hose and incorporate a method in 
which, receiving an estimated time of arrival (ETA) of the subscriber member from the 
restaurant module and posting the updated information to the restaurant display as 
taught by Delorme et al in order to ensure that the space is ready before the time of 
arrival of the member. 

1 3. As per claim 35 and 47 , Hose further discloses the method, further comprising 
the steps of: 

the reservation application sending an update request to the restaurant module, 
wherein the B2B engine, queries the MPC to provide the current location of the MS 
(figs. 1 and 3; pages 3, lines 5-20; page 8, lines 12-29). 

What Hose does not explicitly disclose is 
the restaurant module calculating the ETA of the subscriber member and 
updating Ihe reservation information In the reservation application. 

Delorme et al discloses 
the restaurant module calculating the ETA of the subscriber member and 
updating Ihe reservation information In the reservation application (fig. 7B). 
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Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Hose and incorporate a method in 
which, the restaurant module calculating the ETA of the subscriber member and 
updating the reservation information In the reservation application as taught by Delorme 
et al in order to ensure that the space is readybefore time of arrival of the member. 



14. As per claim 36 and 48 , Hose further discloses the method, wherein the 
business member is selected from the group consisting of a hotel, a beauty shop, a 
doctor's office, and a dentist's office (page 3, lines 1-5; page 8, lines 30-page 9, lines 1- 
5). 



1 5. As per claim 38 , Hose further discloses the system, further comprising a mobile 
positioning center for determining the location of each of the subscriber members (fig. 
1). 

16. As per claim 39 , Hose further discloses the system, further comprising a 
database, coupled with the B2B engine, for storing information received from a client 
logic module resident on the subscriber member's phone and the reservation 
application resident at the business member (fig. 1). 



Application/Control Number: 10/068,535 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3621 

Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The references cited to Stewart U.S. Patent No. 6,759,960 and 
Stewart et al U.S. Patent No. 6,259,405 are documents considered pertinent to the 
claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles C. Agwumezie whose number is (571) 272- 
6838. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571) 272 - 6712. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 
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(571) 273-8300. [Official communications; including After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"]. 

(571) 273-8300. [Informal/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"]. 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office Customer Service Window: 



Randolph Building, 



401 Dulany Street 



Alexandria VA. 22314 



Charlie Lion Agwumezie 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 
November 21, 2005 




